
 

 

 

   Northwest Saddle Club Bits 

Northwest Saddle Club, Inc. 

Mailing Address : P.O. Box 405,  Hugo, MN 55038 

Show grounds: 26950 Lyons St. NE, North Branch, MN  55056  

M A Y ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E 5  

S P E C I A L   

P O I N T S  O F   

I N T E RE S T :  

Next Meeting:   

May 5, 2009 at the Club 

House  

Youth Meeting: 7 P.M. 

General Meeting: 7:00 

P.M. 

 

HAPPY  

MEMORIAL DAY!!! 

NORTHWEST WILL BE HOLDING 2 CLINICS AGAIN 

THIS SPRING! 

Games: 

Clinician:  BILL MILLER 

SATURDAY, MAY 2ND.   9:15 a.m. TO 

12:30 p.m. 

LEARN POINTS IN BARRELS, POLES, 

KEYHOLE AND JUMPING FIGURE 8 PLUS 

A QUESTION AND ANSWER TIME.  Bill has 

won at the WSCA Championship Shows, and has 

been a consistent winner in the North Metro Asso-

ciation and has many high point trophies in his col-

lection.  

$30 and the indoor arena will stay open until 3:00 

for practice.   $15 to audit the clinic. 

****************************************** 

Pleasure: 

Clinician:  BONNIE PUMPER-MINOR 

SUNDAY MAY 3RD.  9:30 a.m. TO WHEN-

EVER WE ARE DONE! 

If you feel you need some "tips", are putting a win-

ning edge on your showmanship or horsemanship, 

this is the clinic for you!  We can also partake in 

English Pleasure and Trail. 

Bonnie has taught people and horses that have 

done very well at the Quarter horse Congress and 

the Quarter Horse Youth World, Amateur World 

and Select World Shows.  

$50 FOR AT LEAST 4 EVENTS 

Men, Women and Children, these clinics are 

for you!! 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS FOR A 

POT LUCK LUNCH.  

Your check is your reservation: 

Jim Charpentier 

34412 Grand Ave. 

Stacy, MN. 55079  

YOUR HELP IS REALLY NEEDED! 

Our board of directors has recommended wiring the 

outdoor arena and putting the light poles up around 

that arena. To do this, we are asking members to help 

out with the cost. 

Please donate whatever you can toward this project 

and we could possibly hold some shows outside this 

summer.  It is better viewing as the indoor has limited 

space to watch your favorite riders. It would also be 

available to rent out for some of the clubs in the area 

that need arenas. Give your checks to John Bolz (651) 

429-1263 or send your checks to:  

P. O. Box 405 Hugo, MN. 55038   

Thank you for your consideration.   

Welcome New Members 

Melissa Bertz 

Beverly, Mike & Monica Jenson 

Lynn & Marvin McCormick 

Scott, Denise, Jacqueline & Nathan Perez 

Crystal & Mikayle Schroeder 

Youth News 

The youth will be putting together a calendar and 

selling them this fall for a fund raiser. What a great 

present for Grandma & Grandpa for their holidays!!  

We will need photos of all members so get these to 

Barb Charpentier.  651/462-1900. 



 The World of Halter: 

Transitioning From Showmanship to the Haler 

Pen 

By:  Amy Warther 

Reprinted from Midwest Horse Digest March 2009 

 One night while watching the World Series of 

Poker, I heard the color commentator refer to the game of 

Texas “Hold „Em” as being the easiest game to learn but 

taking a lifetime to master.  It got me thinking that there is 

another game of “Hold „Em” that could very well be de-

scribed the same way… the game of holding a horse in a 

halter class.  As you look out into the show pen, you see 

what is happening on the surface… lead a horse to the 

judge…. Trot around a marker and get into a lineup.  Then 

the judge walks around and looks at the horses and makes up 

his mind which one he likes the best as set forth in the rule-

book he is using.  Yep, that is exactly what the untrained eye 

sees.  It looks easy, anyone can do that!   

 Yes, indeed.  Anyone who has any ability to move 

forward and then move a bit faster CAN show halter.  In fact, 

I‟ve seen a young person use a motorized wheelchair to show 

in the halter class.  But, leading a horse around a marker and 

standing in line is only the basic requirement of the class.  It 

takes a lifetime to learn how to show the horse to its best 

advantage and long before walking into the show pen, months 

of preparation take place before the first step ever happens 

for those who are successful. 

 As in any game, there are rules in Halter.  Some 

are written in a rulebook, others are unwritten.  These will 

be addressed in this and future articles.  But, please, before 

you step into that pen, make sure you have read and under-

stand the application of the rules specific to your association.  

Most follow AQHA rules and those are the ones that will be 

referred to. 

 In this first writing, the differences between show-

ing halter and showmanship will be explained.  With the 

addition of Performance Halter, many people have been 

confused about making the transition from showmanship to 

the regular halter class. 

 What you as the exhibitor need to remember is 

that they are indeed two separate and distinct classes.  Just as 

in the performance classes, one changes riding position and 

rein length from Western Pleasure to Horsemanship, an 

exhibitor changes how they show a horse differently in Show-

manship and Halter. 

 In Showmanship, the focus is on the exhibitor.  

The horse in this case is merely a prop.  It doesn‟t matter 

that the horse has conformational flaws.  What does matter 

are the aspects of the horse that the exhibitor has control 

over - proper grooming, for both horse and exhibitor, appro-

priate body condition,  and training. 

 However, in halter, the focus is on the animal and 

the handler becomes invisible to the judge until the handler 

gets in the way.  In that case, the handler becomes a distrac-

tion and diverts attention away from the horse being judged.  

So, when handling a horse in halter, the exhibitor wants to be 

“beige” or not standing out.  The goal is a professional pres-

entation of the animal. 

 “Standing out” in the judge‟s eye can happen for a 

variety of reasons.  If the exhibitor is not clean, neat, and 

“professional” appearing, they may distract the judge.  But on 

the other end of the spectrum, if the exhibitor is wearing too 

much Showmanship “bling” the judge may view it as the ex-

hibitor not being serious about doing well in a halter class 

because they are simply dressed for a different event. 

 So, a word of advice when choosing attire - be 

neat and polished.  Clean, starched jeans not too low slung 

on the hips for ladies, boots cleaned and polished, hat clean 

and well shaped, shirt starched, and hands clean.  These are 

what should be taken as “proper” or “beige”.  If hair is out of 

place, if jeans are not fresh and sharp, or if there is mud on 

the boots, the picture presented is no longer beige, it stands 

out as sloppy and is therefore, a negative distraction for the 

judge.  Not a good thing. 

 A second clue that the judge may be given is that 

the exhibitor is not serious about showing halter, is the use 

of the “quartering system”.  The use of the quarter system, 

moving around the horse, is a distraction.  Judges prefer that 

the exhibitor is out of their way and view of the animal.  The 

way the exhibitor stays out of the judge‟s way is by standing 

out from the animal between the eye and the nose at an 

angle, feet together pointing at the nose, back straight, and 

hand down off the chain, left arm bent naturally holding the 

excess lead neatly in a single loop.  The only time a true 

halter exhibitor will go to the right or “off” side of the horse 

is if something on that side of the horse needs to be fixed or 

if the judge is going up and down the lineup to profile the 

animals.  In that case, the handler may go to the offside so the 

judge has a clear view of the entire animal. 

 The items that have been covered are very basic 

to the world of halter.  In the future, more specific topics 

may be covered.  In the meantime, you have homework to 

do.  Read your rulebooks.  Read your association journals 

and look closely at the successful exhibitors and see how 

their horses are presented.  Look closely for grooming ideas, 

seek out other articles written by halter professionals either 

on-line or on paper, and even watch World Show classes on 

live web cam.  Think about what the successful showmen are 

doing and why.  Then take what you‟ve learned to the barn 

and practice!  Even though most folks have been taught that 

“practice makes perfect”, I disagree.  I feel “practice makes 

PERMANENT”.  So, instead of practicing something that is 

wrong, go take a lesson from a halter professional so you are 

sure to get it right.  It does take time and energy to do this 

homework.  But, if the process becomes tedious, just remem-

ber that you can‟t ever stop learning how to play this won-

derful game they call halter. 

 

If you have any newsletter infor-

mation, wanted/sales ads, email 

or address changes please send 

them to: 

Laura Bolz  

E-mail: labolz@comcast.net 

Phone 651-429-1263 (Please 

leave a detailed message.) 

Address: 6 Bayhill Road 

Dellwood, MN 55110 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Wanted/For Sale: 
**************************** 

FOR SALE: 

Like newé kept in bags in 

the house: 

Beautiful 15ó dark leather 

Circle Y show saddle, 

matching breast collar and 

bridle with reins.  Loaded 

with silver.  Option to trade or 

buy.  Looking for a 16” Show 

Saddle to replace this one for 

Anna this coming show season.  

$1,300.00.  Call Char at (651) 

490-9159. 

If you have any newsletter 

information, wanted/sales ads, 

email or address changes 

please send them to: 

Laura Bolz  

E-mail: labolz@comcast.net 

Phone 651-429-1263 (Please 

leave a detailed message.) 

Address: 6 Bayhill Road 

Dellwood, MN 55110 

 

 

 

****************************

*FOR SALE: 

Doubletree for pulling cart/

buggy, sleigh.  Antique, excel-

lent condition.  $100.   

Nearly new Weatherbeeta 

very large fly sheet.  Size 

87ó for big horses.  Has neck, 

tail and belly all covered.  With 

pleats.  Very nice.  $50.00 

Call Karen on any of the above 

items at 651-429-4508.  Or 

email Karen at 

rsieenaler@cbburnet.com. 

******************************* 

FOR SALE: 

2006 Cimmeron 3H Bumper pull 

trailer for sale, In excellent condi-

tion, large dressing room and re-

movable rear tack.  All aluminum, 

lots of storage room, $14,500. 

 

16" Trail Saddle, dark oil used twice, 

bought to ride in and does not fit my 

horse.  Excellent condition, has been 

just sitting in the barn. $200.  Call 

Jessica 651-356-5543 on any of these 

items. 

********************************* 

FOR SALE: 

2 year old registered Quarter 

Horse Gelding, òMy Man Likes 

Flowersó, In Incentive Fund.   

His Sire is KC Melody Man, Dam is a 

daughter of Sir Bar Flower, earner of 

350 AQHA points.  This great gelding 

will have the ability and mind to show 

in all events at any level, or be a great 

trail horse.  Ready to be broke.  

$700.00.   

"Round bales and square bales for 

sale" . 

Room to board 2 horses in Stacy, 

MN!   

Great trails for trail riding, & indoor & 

outdoor riding arenas.   

Call Jim Charpentier on any of the 

above at (651) 462-1900. 

******************************* 

FOR SALE: 

10 y/o Palomino Paint Mare 

"Bailey" is a beautiful Overo Paint 

that has been competitively shown 

since she was 2 in the WSCA cir-

cuit. She is a "bomb-proof", kid-safe, 

family horse as well.  Bailey has also 

been taken on many trail rides, in-

cluding through the mountains in 

South Dakota. Bailey is a great all-

around horse, and will succeed in 

whatever you want her to do! 

Owner does not have the time to 

give Bailey what she deserves. To a 

good home only. $5000 b/o Call 

Abby 651-331-6705 or email abbyk-

lund@yahoo.com  (Bailey is listed 

on dream horse and you tube-search 

"Baileys fancy brick") 

********************************** 

Nice supply of clothing with the 

Northwest Logo can be seen in 

the NWSC clubhouse. Check it 

out!!  

*********************

 FOR SALE: 

Shavings are available at the club 

for club members. They are 

large bags and cost $4.75 each.  

Jim Charpentier will help you 

load them.  Call Jim at (651) 462-

1900. 

*************************  

FOR SALE: 

German Shephard, female, 5 

years, AKC, champion bloodlines, 

beautiful, great temperament.  

Canine good citizen, has had two 

classes of obedience, loves people, 

certified hips and elbows, microchip. 

Goes anywhere, camping, car rid-

ing.  Not spayed. No cats.  Was to be 

a breeding dog, getting out of the busi-

ness.  Great deal, have to 

see.  $150.  Pam Schmidt  651-674-

Membership renewal for 2009  

Please send your completed 

NWSC Membership Form for 2009 

to Laura Bolz at 

labolz@comcast.net.  Registration 

needs to be sent to Laura by June 

15, 2009.  When completing your 

membership form, be sure to fill it 

out completely by including a clear 

email address, as well as your birth 

date and division that you show in.    

You can print it from the NWSC 

website www.nwsaddleclub.org. 

Silent Auction 

We‟re in desperate need of 

items for the Silent Auction in 

June.  If every member brought 

one item worth $25, we could 

have a great auction.  Call Kathy 

Schroeder (612-860-6496),  Barb 

Charpentier (651-462-1900) or  

Kim Gonsales (763-434-5969).   

mailto:abbyklund@yahoo.com
mailto:abbyklund@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Wanted/For Sale continued: 

If you have any newsletter 

information, wanted/sales ads, 

email or address changes 

please send them to: 

Laura Bolz  

E-mail: labolz@comcast.net 

Phone 651-429-1263 (Please 

leave a detailed message.) 

Address: 6 Bayhill Road 

Dellwood, MN 55110 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: 

LILõ SPOT OF TROUBLE  

2003 paint gelding 

Beautiful, calm APHA registered gelding. “Jingle” was 

shown Western and English Pleasure every weekend last 

Summer by a novice rider, and did very well. He and was 

a 2008 champ show qualifier. He has had 30 days profes-

sional training when he was 3, and a lot of riding since. 

We‟ve taken him to weekly lessons with Val Veto since 

Oct.1st,  just to polish him up.  He clips, loads, stands 

for farrier, and is a kid friendly horse.  He is also great 

on the trails!  Great beginner horse to learn to show on. 

For more information, look at his dream horse ad 

( 1331041 ), YouTube (Jingle 1, Jingle 2, Jingle 3, Jingle 4), 

or please contact Kim Gonsales at (763)434-5969. 

$2,500 

(SEE PHOTO BELOW) 

FOR SALE: 

RODEO WRANGLER  

Looking for a great horse for your youth or novice 

rider to learn English, Western and Showmanship 

with?  Rodeo Wrangler (Rue) is a 15 year old regis-

tered paint gelding.  Rue is easy to load into a trailer, 

bathe, groom, vacuum, clip, and is good at shows.  

Rue has been shown and placed at the WSCA 

Championship Show.  He is fun to ride and likes to 

go on trail rides.  See video on YouTube. Search: 

Rodeo Wrangler. 

Sire: Prodigals Domino (Black/Overo) 

Dam: Blaines Rose (QH) 

Price: $5,000   

For additional information call Jody Reeber at 651-

429-7306. 

(SEE PHOTOS BELOW) 

 

 


